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WATER — FUTURE SUPPLIES 

Grievance 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley) [9.27 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Water and is about future 
water supplies. We now have the October–November sprinkler restrictions in place, and I think that most people 
recognise and acknowledge that something quite drastic needed to be done, and immediately. However, as a 
result of those restrictions, a number of my constituents have come to speak to me. I am sure that I am not the 
only member in this situation and that other members’ constituents would have spoken to them as well. I have 
spoken to people from a variety of backgrounds, including small business people with landscaping or gardening 
businesses. There are also some very proud garden owners who are in the open garden scheme, as well as 
ordinary mums and dads at home. These people are not knocking these extra restrictions; they acknowledge there 
is a need for them. However, they are concerned about future water supplies and how we are going to manage in 
the future. They believe that we need to perhaps prepare better now and work out what we can do. I believe that 
we need to place more value on water. It is a resource that we have had very good access to. We have been very 
fortunate. There is no doubt that water will cost us more in the future and that we will need to learn how to value 
our water use. I know that that is certainly part of what the minister will talk about. 

I have also been very fortunate to have had the opportunity to travel to many places. I know that some people 
would be horrified to think that there could be a major water shortage and water bans in London. In recent years, 
we have seen sporting grounds on the east coast forgotten because there was no water at all. Re-establishing 
those sporting grounds will be difficult now because so much damage has been done to them. 

However, as I said, my constituents are more concerned about the government’s longer-term plans to ensure that 
we have future water supplies, and they believe that we can perhaps manage this process better. Originally, we 
were very fortunate; we relied on our dams, which were a good water source. I can still recall, when I was much 
younger, the Sunday drives with my family to one of the dams for a picnic. Certainly, the dams were in a 
reasonable state, particularly in spring, and often they were overflowing. I remember those days quite well, but 
we all know now that that is not the current situation. We have also been able to access aquifers; we are very 
fortunate in Western Australia to have this facility. Our first desalination plant is now operational and a second 
one is not far away.  

The minister knows that I travelled to Singapore recently and visited its NEWater recycling facility. I have 
expressed to the minister how impressed I am with this facility and how important it is to Singapore water 
supplies. The educational component of the facility was particularly relevant to me, because I felt that the 
information provided was of such a high quality that everyone could understand how important recycled water 
is. I am talking about not just greywater, but completely recycled water. Their confidence in the NEWater 
recycling facility was demonstrated when they gave us all bottles of water to drink before we left the facility and 
encouraged us to drink them there. Certainly after seeing the NEWater complex, I appreciated that recycled 
water is so valuable. No doubt many other cities in the world use recycled water in a number of ways, not just 
for greywater. Many Western Australians when they travel overseas probably do not realise that they are 
consuming recycled water and do not think about it over there, but if we mentioned it here they would all be up 
in arms. People also do not like seeing water running down the drains. They understand it is a waste and they 
question how it can also be used. I suppose that is another aspect of potential water sources that I do not want to 
go into.  

My question concerns a small water recycling facility that is near my electorate at Beenyup. I ask the minister: 
When will the plant become fully operational? When can it offer the benefits of water recycling to at least the 
Perth metropolitan area? What will the water that is recycled through this facility be used for? How much water 
could this facility generate for at least the northern suburbs? I am not sure how much the plant can assist with 
covering the area. Having heard people’s negativity towards recycled water, what educational programs could be 
incorporated into the Beenyup water recycling facility so that people understand the importance and benefits of 
this site to us all? If the minister has the opportunity, could he please outline in his response what other plans 
Perth is using to prepare for future low rainfall seasons?  

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre — Minister for Water) [9.32 am]: I thank the member for Kingsley for her 
grievance and her concern over this very important issue, which is a concern to us all. I too visited Singapore a 
couple of years ago, during Singapore Water Week. The Singaporean government does a lot of good things in 
the water space.  

Perth is faced with its second driest winter on record—an extraordinary weather event. The dam levels are 
34.3 per cent or 213 gigalitres, which is 121 gigalitres less than on this day last year. Indeed, we are faced with a 
significant challenge. Yesterday, the usage in Perth and the south west was 732.9 megalitres, which is a 
significant number of Olympic swimming pools filled to the top—about 70 in one day. 
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I thank the member for Kingsley for her comments about sprinkler restrictions. This is not about revenue raising 
or punishing people. It is about education; people take these habits from home to school or work. We are doing a 
lot to achieve efficient water use and reuse. There are exemptions from the sprinkler restrictions for nurseries 
and people in horticulture. Hand-watering is also allowed where necessary for dry spots—or your vegie patch, 
Mr Speaker.  

We have been working with local government in industrial and agricultural sectors. Importantly, we have a 
significant program called ICLEI, which is the International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives. 
Significant state money is being invested in that program to encourage local governments to use water more 
efficiently, particularly on public open space, and to replace drinking water with a lesser quality water that might 
not have been used in the past.  

John Bowler is the member for Kalgoorlie, but in my electorate I have a bit of Boulder, which encroaches in and 
around Kalgoorlie. The Kalgoorlie–Boulder local council has received awards for the amount of recycled waste 
water it uses on public open space. However, specific answers to the member’s grievance mostly relate to 
domestic use of water. Greywater and third-pipe schemes that return water from washing machines and showers 
back into houses are certainly worthy projects. There are often some cost-prohibitive components in those 
schemes, but we are constantly investigating cheaper and better ways to retrofit greywater recycling systems, and 
to include them in new developments.  

A far more efficient way to recycle water is to do it en masse. That brings me to the member’s question about the 
exciting groundwater replenishment program underway in the northern suburbs. The trial takes treated water, 
which currently is pumped out to sea, cleans it thoroughly and then injects it back into the Leederville aquifer in 
the Gnangara mound. When the pilot plant becomes operational in late November, it will inject about 
5 megalitres per day or about 1.5 gigalitres per year. If this proves successful, a full-scale facility could be built 
at Beenyup to replenish about 35 gigalitres per year. The member asked a question about what that water is used 
for. That water goes into the potable aquifer and is available to be drawn out in the same way that water is drawn 
out of many existing Gnangara bores.  

A visitors centre will be opened on the Beenyup site, which will host educational tours similar to, but probably 
not to the same extent as, the NEWater Visitor Centre in Singapore, which is absolutely mind-blowing. The 
member would agree on that. We need to change a culture, educate children and incorporate the whole ideology 
that this precious commodity needs to be used better.  

I could spend much more time on this, but I will finish off. In securing against low rainfall, in addition to the 
ongoing education process, future water source options include more groundwater replenishment at Beenyup, 
which has 35 gigalitre potential, and expansion of the Southern Seawater Desalination Plant from 50 gigalitres 
online to 100 gigalitres. Many of the approvals have already been done for that. We have planned the plant and 
the footprint, if you like, and all the environmental processes, state and federal, to build the 100-gigalitre plant 
without reinventing the wheel. Some planning has been done for the possibility that we may have to expand that 
to 100 gigalitres. Work is being done on other underground sources north of Perth.  

I turn now to a very controversial issue. In today’s The West Australian members would have read about 
possibly pursuing the south west Yarragadee aquifer as a future option, and we know the history of that. This 
government has not ruled it out as a future option, but the allocated licence for Yarragadee is 80 gigalitres, of 
which the Department of Water has around 140 bores that are monitoring that draw. That is about not only 
developing the capacity and seeing what that capacity is, but also the sustainability.  
 


